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Synopsis

Bella loves the sights and sounds of fall--the crinkle-crackle of fallen leaves, the crunch of crisp, red
apples, the honking and flapping of migrating geese. She wants the season to last forever. She also
wants her fall coat--the one her Grams made especially for her--to last forever. But the coat is
worn-out and too small. . . . With a snip and a whir, Grams makes sure Bella will be warm when the
first snowflakes fall. And Bella finds a perfect use for her old favorite coat--on the first snowman of
the season. Adorned with beautiful fall oranges, reds, and yellows, and sprinkled with fun sound

words, this read-aloud will help families celebrate both fall and winter.

Customer Reviews

PreS-Gr 1A¢a -a +Bella, who wants to keep her too small coat, learns that "nothing lasts forever."
Grams wants to discuss replacing her granddaughter’s outerwear, but instead, Bella, wearing the
coat she loves, "woosh[es]" outdoors to enjoy her favorite seasonA¢a -4 «fall. She romps in the
crackling leaves and even brings some indoors when she returns for lunch. That afternoon Bella
plucks ripe apples and after supper zooms outside again to flap her arms in imitation of migrating
geese. But her too tight coat begins to unravel, and she can no longer avoid talk of replacing it.
While the child sleeps, Grams makes her a new one, which Bella happily dons next morning to
experience the first day of winter. She even finds a surprise use for her old coat. The mixed-media
illustrations feature double-page outdoor scenes drenched in autumn colors of orange, red, and
gold. As day fades to night, swaths of purple sweep across the landscape, and, finally, Bella is
tucked into bed with remnants of her autumn adventures reflected against blue-black walls and
across her pillow. Alert readers will notice Gram’s autumn-colored attire and dishes and furniture
that match Bella’s vibrant outfit. Plourde manages, quite brilliantly, to convey the characteristics of
the autumn season simply through the protagonist’s enthusiastic exploits. Metaphors for change
abound: apples become tarts, geese leave, autumn becomes winter, and a little girl grows bigger.
VERDICT Delicious verb pairs such as "twirled and whirled," "crinkled and crackled," and "picked
and plucked" and outstanding illustrations make this offering a treat for eye and ear. A first choice

for fall units.A¢a -4 *Marianne Saccardi, Children’s Literature Consultant, Greenwich, CT

PRAISE FOR YOU'RE WEARING THAT TO SCHOOL?!"The text reads aloud smoothly, with Tiny’s
repeated, dismayed "Oh, no, no!" inviting participation. Cornelison is a master of facial expressions,
displaying the characters’ emotions for all to see. "Tips for a Hippo Happy First Day of School" are

appended. Although plenty of starting-school books are available, this is a pleasant addition where



more are needed."A¢a -a ¢School Library JournalPRAISE FOR YOU’'RE WEARING THAT TO
SCHOOL?!"Penelope’s avant-garde choices will certainly appeal to kids who think feather boas go
with everything, while Tiny’s concern is handled with tenderness and compassion-he really believes
he’s looking out for his friend. . .Clear writing, lively dialogue, and a solid story structure enhance
this title’s readaloud value as well. Cornelison’s slightly soft-focus illustrations are strongly
composed. . .Share this before or during the first day of school for an entertaining discussion prompt

about individuality."A¢a -a ¢Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books
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